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Are You Ready for the “No One Could Have Known” Routine? 

Thomas Harrington 

Aug 22, 2020 

Ready for another rendition of the “no one could have known” routine made 

famous by all the self-proclaimed liberals who shamelessly went along with the 

Neo-Cons planned and lie-supported destruction of the Middle East nearly two 

decades ago? 

As in “no one could have known” that by shutting down life as we know it to 

focus obsessively on a virus mostly affecting what is still a relatively small 

number of people at the end of their lives (yes, oh squeamish ones we must 

summon the courage to talk about Quality Adjusted Life Years when making 

public policy) we probably would: 

1. Cause economic devastation and hence excess deaths, suicides, divorces 

depressions in much larger numbers than those killed by the virus. 

2. Provide an already monopolistic and predatory online retailing establishment 

with competitive advantages in terms of capital reserves and market share that 

will make it virtually impossible at any time in the near or medium future for 

the country’s and the world’s small and even medium-sized businesses to ever 

catch up to them … with all that this portends in terms of additional death and 

human suffering. 

3. Cause greatly increased misery and countless additional deaths in the so-

called Global South where many people, rightly or wrongly, depend on the 

consumption patterns of us relatively fortunate sit-at-homers to make it 

through the week. 

4. Destroy much of what was attractive about urban life as we know it and lead 

to a real estate collapse of extraordinary proportions, turning even our few 

remaining showplace cities into crime-ridden reserves of ever more desperate 

people. 
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5. Force state and local governments, already struggling before the crisis, and 

unable to print at money at will … to cut their already insufficient budgets at a 

time when their broke and stressed constituents need those services more than 

ever. 

6. Push “smart” monitoring of our lives … to the point where most people will 

no longer understand what people used to know as privacy, intimacy or the 

simple dignity of being left alone. 

7. Train a generation of children to be fearful and distrustful of others from day 

one … rather than the courageous pursuit of joy and human fullness, as the key 

goal in life. 

We will also no doubt be told that no one could have imagined or known at 

the time: 

That governments often make policy on the basis of information they know to 

be largely unsubstantiated or flat-out false. Because they know (Karl Rove 

spilled the beans in his famous interview with Ron Susskind) that by the time 

the few conscientious researchers … debunk their initial storylines, the 

structures favorable to them … will have been normalized, and thus be in no 

danger of being dismantled. 

That our educational institutions, already failing miserably in the essential 

democratic task of educating the young to engage in productive conflict with 

those whose ideas are different than their own, will only further promote 

dehumanization of “the other” through ever-greater reliance on the 

disembodied practices of remote learning.  

That further fomenting the alienated and alienating educational practices 

mentioned above will make it easier than it already is for our oligarchs to 

enhance their already obscene levels of control over our daily lives and long-

term destinies through divide and rule tactics. 

That Anthony Fauci has a well-documented tendency to see every health 

problem as being amenable to expensive pharmaceutical solutions (some might 

even call it corruption), even when other less intrusive, less expensive, and 

equally effective therapies are available. 
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That the recent history of using vaccines to fight respiratory infections has been 

ineffective when not grotesquely counterproductive. 

That there were many prestigious scientists, including Nobel prize winners, who 

told us as early as March that this virus, while new, would in greater or lesser 

measure behave much like all viruses before it and fade away. And, therefore, 

the best way to deal with it was to let it run its course while protecting the 

most vulnerable people in society and letting everyone else live their lives. 

That significant information platforms banned or sidelined the views of these 

high-prestige scientists, while aggressively circulating the words of jokers like 

Neil Ferguson at Imperial College, whose stupid and alarmist predictions of 

COVID mortality (the latest in a career full of stupid and alarmist, but not 

coincidentally, pharmaceutical-industry-friendly predictions), gave politicians 

the pretext for setting in motion perhaps the most aggressive experiment in 

social engineering in the history of the world. 

Repeat after me, “no one could have possibly known these things” and then 

check your screen to see, as citizens of Oceania, whether you are supposed to 

be worried this week about the threat from Eurasia or Eastasia. 

 

Thomas S. Harrington is a professor of Hispanic Studies at Trinity College in Hartford, Connecticut 

and the author of the recently published book, ‘Livin’ la Vida Barroca: American Culture in a Time of 

Imperial Orthodoxies’. 
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